
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6427 October 9, 2013 
Oresko’s unit was pinned down by 
deadly enemy gunfire as the Battle of 
the Bulge drew to a close. 

As platoon leader with Company C, 
he made a final, solitary attempt to 
eliminate the German position in near-
by bunkers. Master Sergeant Oresko 
charged the hill, weathering enemy 
fire, to throw a grenade into the Ger-
man bunkers. 

Refusing to withdraw from the bat-
tle, despite being wounded and weak 
with blood loss, he continued the as-
sault until he was assured the mission 
was successfully accomplished. His 
lone assault wiped out two machine 
gun positions and enabled his unit to 
take the hill with minimal casualties. 

The true impact of his unselfish ac-
tions can never be measured as it ex-
tends beyond the lives of the men he 
saved. 

Master Sergeant Oresko was awarded 
the Medal of Honor by President Harry 
Truman on October 30, 1945, for his 
quick thinking, courage, and unswerv-
ing devotion to his country and fellow 
soldiers. 

I rise today in memory of Master 
Sergeant Nicholas Oresko, to honor his 
courage and to ensure that those who 
will sacrifice their own safety for the 
benefit of the Nation are never forgot-
ten. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, our 
message in the House has been pretty 
clear. We want to reopen our govern-
ment and provide fairness to all Ameri-
cans under the President’s health care 
law. 

This law had a big rollout last week. 
It has been called an ‘‘inexcusable 
mess,’’ a ‘‘rolling calamity,’’ ‘‘con-
sumers will face dramatically higher 
rates,’’ ‘‘many remain locked out,’’ 
‘‘surprise, premiums just went up,’’ 
‘‘instead of making it easier for people 
to get health insurance, it will be a lot 
tougher.’’ What a train wreck. 

How can we tax people for not buying 
a product from a Web site that doesn’t 
work? How can you give big businesses 
a tax break and leave hardworking 
families out in the cold? 

This is why we need to sit down and 
have a conversation about the big chal-
lenges that face our country. 

f 

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS 
WEEK 

(Mr. LOEBSACK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to mark Mental Health Aware-
ness Week. 

I was raised by a mother who strug-
gled with mental illness her entire 
adult life. I personally know firsthand 
how important timely and proper 
intervention and care are for those who 

are struggling and how important that 
care can be. 

I want to the thank the mental 
health advocates who have contacted 
me or whom I have met at Iowa events 
to raise awareness in my district, 
events such as the walks hosted by the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness. 

Hearing from those at home in Iowa 
who are personally affected by mental 
illness on a daily basis has strength-
ened my resolve to continue to fight to 
make improving access to mental 
health care for all Americans a top pri-
ority. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to end this 
shutdown of government and get back 
to work on the critical issues that face 
our Nation, including a mental health 
system that will work for all those who 
are struggling, as my mom did for so 
long. 

f 

RESPECTING SERVICEMEMBERS 
AND MILITARY FAMILIES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, two Army Rangers, a nurse, 
and an Army criminal investigator 
were killed in action while defending 
our freedoms on Sunday. Because of a 
devastating decision made by the ad-
ministration, the grieving families of 
American heroes Sergeant Patrick 
Hawkins, PFC Cody Patterson, 1st 
Lieutenant Jennifer Moreno, and Spe-
cial Agent Joseph Peters are not re-
ceiving their loved ones’ death gratu-
ities. 

Over a dozen more military families 
are also suffering due to the adminis-
tration’s actions and failure to nego-
tiate. When Congress passed the Pay 
Our Troops Act last week, it was our 
intent to pay the pay and benefits our 
brave men and women have earned and 
deserve without question. 

On Friday, I sent a letter to Sec-
retary of Defense Hagel, demanding an-
swers. Our brave men and women serv-
ing in uniform risk their lives to keep 
American families safe. I appreciate 
today, as a grateful military dad, that 
Congress will pass a bill restating bene-
fits to our military families who have 
earned everlasting respect. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 
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HONORING THE FAMILIES OF 
FALLEN SOLDIERS 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Standard and 
Poor’s, Mr. Speaker, indicates that the 
wealth of American families has grown 
three times since President Obama has 
taken office. But here comes the gov-
ernment shutdown, the Republican 
government shutdown. 

Yesterday I rose to the floor of the 
House to mourn the fact that we lost 
five brave young men and a young 
woman over the weekend in Afghani-
stan doing their duty. I wrote to the 
Secretary of Defense to direct him and 
ask him to immediately pay those 
moneys for the memorial services and 
other dollars to their families. 

We all are concerned, but there 
comes the government shutdown, a 
shutdown because of something totally 
unrelated, the Affordable Care Act. 
Never during the time of Speaker 
PELOSI did we have a government shut-
down. So, today, we will come to-
gether, as Republicans and Democrats, 
mourning the loss of those soldiers and 
having H.J. Res. 91. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that every single Member be 
counted as an original cosponsor of 
this bill to pay those families that are 
now mourning and that we never, ever 
again, never, ever again say ‘‘no’’ to 
our families who have seen their young 
men and women fall on the battle-
ground. 

We don’t have to do this but here 
comes a government shutdown. Let us 
all join on this bill. Let us be cospon-
sors. I ask the leaders of this bill to put 
every single Member on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair cannot entertain that unani-
mous-consent request. Cosponsors may 
be added by the sponsor in the normal, 
proper format. 

f 

RISING HEALTH CARE COSTS 
(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to hear the real-world impacts of 
the implementation and cost of 
ObamaCare in my congressional dis-
trict. Just last week, I received an 
email from CyrusOne, a small business 
located in my district. Due to 
ObamaCare, they anticipate paying 
over $86,000 more for their current level 
of health insurance for their employees 
once ObamaCare is implemented. 

For a small business, these signifi-
cant new costs inhibit their ability to 
hire new workers or to simply keep the 
workers they have on the payroll. Con-
sumers will begin to see the impact of 
these costs in the form of higher prices 
passed on to them. 

Higher prices and fewer jobs, this is 
not the health care reform that Ameri-
cans want or deserve. We must repeal 
or at least delay the individual man-
date before it does even more damage 
to our economic recovery. 

f 

DAY 9 OF THE REPUBLICAN 
SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, today 
marks the ninth day of the Republican 
government shutdown. There are only 8 
more days until we hit the debt ceiling. 
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